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Memorandum

To: Co-Chairs Clyde Burmaster & Barry Weinstein, MD
From: Tourism & Culture Subcommittee Chair David Rosenwasser
Re: July and October, 2005 meetings

Date: October 14, 2005

The Erie-Niagara Regional Partnership’s Tourism & Culture
Subcommittee met July 29, 2005 at the at the Niagara Tourism &
Convention Corporation, and October 7, 2005 at the UB Institute for
Local Governance and Regional Growth. Present for the July
meeting were subcommittee members Rosenwasser and Casale.
Present for the October meeting was subcommittee members
Rosenwasser, Casale, Lawson, and Sanderson.

Cultural Funding:

Subcommittee Member Lawson informed the group that cultural
funding is not explicitly included in the Erie County four-year plan
submitted by the County Executive and Legislature to the Erie
County Fiscal Stability Authority. She was informed that only budget
items that had a positive or negative impact would be included in the
plan; as cultural funding was budgeted to remain at this year’s level
it would not be included. This amount, however, is far less than in
years past, and according to Lawson the fact that it is not mentioned
is troublesome. She suggested that the full body might want to
consider taking a position advocating for cultural funding to be
restored in Erie and Niagara Counties and that we could help
develop some ideas for cultural funding. One current idea in Erie
County is to raise the bed tax and use a portion of that for cultural
funding.

Seneca Niagara Casino Hotel

Also on the topic of bed tax, Subcommittee Chair Rosenwasser
reminded the group that the new casino hotel is under no obligation
to pay any. Without some sort of agreement between the hotel and
the Niagara Tourism & Convention Corporation for a dedicated
stream of funding, the NTCC is put in a difficult position in that if
they market the casino hotel they are steering visitors away from
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hotels that participate in the NTCC's funding and therefore marketing
efforts. The Subcommittee also talked about the infrastructure
needed for the hotel such as sewer and water. The City of Niagara
Falls will be providing the lines for these, but the hotel did not
include them in any analysis of capacity. This may or may not
become a problem, but is at present time unknown. Finally, it was
noted that the casino hotel is designating very few room nights to
outside business, banking on filling their rooms with casino patrons.
Any consideration of taking group bookings is taking gaming
likelihood into account.

Other Topics:
Other topics discussed included the Niagara Wine Trail, the new

high end in being considered for Lewiston, and the NTCC's visitor
center at Artisan’s Alley in Niagara Falls.



