
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Co-Chairs Clyde Burmaster & Barry Weinstein, MD 
 
From: Transportation Chair Peter Wendel 
 
Re: October 2007 Meeting 
 
Date:  December 7, 2007 
 
 The Niagara Erie Regional Coalition Transportation Subcommittee 
met October 12, 2007 at the Erie County Industrial Development 
Agency (ECIDA).  Present for the meeting were subcommittee 
members Wendel, Burmaster, Ferraro, Gower, and Morse, as well as 
Pat Whalen from the World Trade Center of Buffalo Niagara. 
 
Intermodal: 

Following the focus on transportation at the September general 
meeting, the subcommittee followed up on several items from that 
meeting.  Consensus was that there is a lot of good information and 
activity on these items that people did not know about.  Specifically, 
there could be another general meeting focused just on intermodal 
plans and ideas. 

AES is working on a coal port project, and are also considering 
limestone and corn.  They’re developing the project because of the 
costs of using CSX, and also the requirement that a coal generating 
plant have two means of access.  Container ships will unload a half 
mile out in the lake off Somerset.     
 
Cross Border Issues: 

A meeting was held on September 12 in New York City with 
bridge authorities and the Department of Homeland Security.  The 
Blue Water Bridge was unhappy with the length of lines.  Homeland 
Security head Michael Chertoff said they were going to work with the 
states to come up with WHTI compliant licenses.  Chertoff seems to 
be realizing that passports won’t work, and there is still no real 
progress on the ID card. 

It was explained that there are three levels of identification: the 
current driver’s license, a Real ID compliant license, and the WHTI 
compliant license.  Real ID is going to be needed for travel within 
the US between states by 2013.  WHTI licenses are also Real ID 

Co-Chairs: 
Hon. Clyde Burmaster 
Hon. Barry Weinstein, MD 
 
Members: 
James Allen 
Hon. Vince Anello 
Dr. Ruth Bereson 
Colleen DiPirro 
Hon. Wright Ellis 
Andrew Eszak 
Samuel Ferraro 
Hon. Joel Giambra 
Robert Gower 
Hon. Michele Iannello  
Hon. Timothy Kennedy 
Hon. Kathy Konst 
David Lacki 
Celeste Lawson 
Gregory Lewis 
Hon. Peter McMahon 
Hon. John Mills 
Hal Morse 
Hon. Jason Murgia  
Hon. Sean O’Connor 
John Percy 
Dr. Gary Praetzel 
David Roll  
Hon. William Ross 
Laura St. Pierre Smith 
Christopher Schoepflin 
Hector Titus 
Timothy Wanamaker 
Peter Wendel 
 
Ad Hoc: 
Michael Casale 
Matthew Enstice 
Melinda Rath Sanderson 
Lawrence Witul 
 
Executive Director: 
Tod A. Kniazuk 
 
 
 
 
 

NIAGARA ERIE REGIONAL COALITION 
275 OAK ST. SUITE 150 

BUFFALO, NEW YORK   14203 
PHONE: 716-856-6525 x121 FAX: 856-6754 

E-MAIL: tkniazuk@ecidany.com  
www.erie.gov/regionalcoalition  



compliant, but not vice versa.  Real ID proves identity; WHTI proves 
identity and citizenship.  While Real ID has been mandated, the 
courts have ruled that WHTI compliant licenses cannot be mandated 
as it is illegal to require citizenship for proof of license. 

 
Niagara Falls International Airport: 
 At the time of the subcommittee meeting, the NFTA was “days 
away” from putting shovels in the ground for the NFIA terminal.  
There are some claiming that the building will be too small and 
therefore it should go back to the drawing board, but the building 
will be expandable and it is important to move forward with the 
project. 

 
Other Topics: 
 Other topics discussed included the GBNRTC freight study, 
Framework for Regional Growth, and the Niagara County 
comprehensive plan. 


