
 
 
 
 

Memorandum 
 

To: ENRP Co-Chairs Bradley Erck & Barry Weinstein, MD 
 
From: Transportation Subcommittee Chair Hal Morse 
 
Re: July & September 2002 meetings 
 
Date: October 4, 2002 
 
 The Erie-Niagara Regional Partnership’s Transportation Subcommittee 
met July 12 and September 13, 2002 at Christino’s at the Amherst Marriott.  
Present for the July meeting were subcommittee members Tim Trabold 
(interim for Hal Morse), Burmaster, Ferraro, Lehman, Meckler (proxy), 
Schroeder, and Wendel, as well as ENRP Co-Chair Weinstein.  Present for 
the September meeting were subcommittee members Morse, Burmaster, 
Ferraro, Meckler (proxy), and Wendel, as well as ENRP Co-Chair 
Weinstein.  
 
Economic-Tourism Rail Proposal 
 Subcommittee Member Samuel Ferraro presented an Economic-
Tourism Rail Proposal from The Niagara & Western New York Railroad 
Co.  The proposal would take an existing line from Brockport to Lockport 
(on GVT Rail), and extend it to Niagara Falls on CSX line.  The existing 
service already has 500 to 600 riders per weekend.  There is also a 
possibility of extending the line east to Rochester.  The company needs 
CSX to offer trackage rights for Niagara Falls for this to work.  CSX, 
however, doesn’t like to mix freight and passenger rail on their lines, and 
they are concerned about potential liability.  These concerns are 
unwarranted, as GVT already does the line successfully under the same 
conditions.   

In light of our recently approved resolutions from the ENRP and the two 
Legislatures which were successful in bringing CSX back to the table with 
the two counties, the subcommittee feels that similar action would be 
appropriate on this issue.  The Transportation Subcommittee 
recommends that the ENRP urge the Erie and Niagara County 
Legislatures to pass resolutions urging CSX to grant trackage rights to 
The Niagara & Western New York Railroad Co. for operations of a 
tourist rail from Lockport to Niagara Falls, NY.  
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Niagara Falls International Airport 
 The NFTA notified the subcommittee that the person chosen to be the 
business manager for the NFIA had some inconsistencies on their resume, 
and therefore the NFTA is “back to square one” in terms of hiring a person 
for that position.    
 
Job Development & Transportation 

The subcommittee decided that there was a need to examine the existing 
linkage (or lack thereof) between available jobs and the people who need 
them, especially on evening, night, or weekend shifts.  Close attention 
would be paid to projects involving the Workforce Investment Board.  The 
NFTA has agreed to be involved in the planning stages of this project, and it 
was also noted that there is a federal mandate on this issue.  GIS and census 
data can also be used in the project.  The Transportation Subcommittee is 
seeking concept approval to develop a Job Development & 
Transportation project, which, as a first step, will work to identify 
current needs in the two counties, with a long term goal of making 
transportation planning a part of workforce development.  

 
Highway System Presentation 
 Subcommittee Member Peter Wendel gave a Highway System 
Presentation to the group.  Wendel stressed the need for ENRP to look at 
the big picture and think more long term, especially on transportation 
issues.  Rather than simply project out as to where we think we’ll be in the 
future based on current data, we should be deciding where we want to be, 
and then work to get there.  Possible tie-ins to efforts such as the 
GBNRTC’s long range plan or the Framework for Regional Growth should 
be explored.  A copy of the presentation is attached to this report, and the 
subcommittee will take up the issue of implementing such a plan at our next 
meeting.    
 
Other Topics 
 Other topics discussed included picking priority projects for 
development out of the GBNRTC long-range plan, bike trail projects, the 
Route 531 plan, other tourist rail possibilities and studies, an international 
fast ferry project that is interested in Youngstown, and cross border issues  
   

  


